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Memoirs of Fascinating Mme. Steinheil Abound in Mystery and Adventure

“Heroine" of Paris imbroglios ’

Gives Her Own Story of
Seandals and Crimes

the World.
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MURDERS IN THE IMPASSE RONSIN |

It mev be well, in view of the ease and
rapidity with which the world forgets now- |
adays, to recapitulate the main pointa of

this

mon do

der fur the of 1o rv on the surface
but belaw It fraught with all the dangers
of still another exposurs of rank corruption |
in the highest circles of the French gov-!
the morning of May 21, 188, Rémy

Coulllard, the man-servant in the household |
of M., and Mme. Steinhell in the lvnr\u-«-l!
Ronsin, Parts, found his mistress tied hand |
&nd foot to her bed, and with a rope aronnd |
ber neck that might easily have caused
_Mrangulution. He called for help, further
Itivest ation showing that Steinhell him-
self, & Irly well known painter, had been

Mrangled In an adjoining room, while, final-
¥, Mme

Japy, Mme Stelnhell’'s mother,

Was tound In & third room, done to death
n the same manner

Mme, Steinhell, the only survivor of

What had evidently been & triple attempt
&t Gssusgination, told a circomstantial
Mory of having been awakened fn the
night by three men and a woman, who tied
her and ordered her to reveal the hiding
Pluce of her money and jewels. The men,
e Eald, wera dressed in long, black gar-
Mments of a pecullar shape, and wore no less
Peculiar feit hats, with broaud brims and
Peakod crowns, The woman was red
hatred ana wore & dark cloak. The quartet
Used two durk lanterns, so that their vie-
Um hid but an tndistinet view of them.
Mme. Steinheil told the burglars where her
Valuahles were hidden, was gagged, and
falnted. Of the fate of her husband and
Mother she was unaware until told later
In the day,

The police set 1o work and found a clew,

Pecullar dark garments, It was prwqd.J
1
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Paris opeily  expressed  the Bt
t e rrinient wanted the case drog i

forgott for fear of an afficia

i of the first magnituile Mme. Sielr
hell relatione with influential mer
i publice s ha lng heen  potor .,
especially  her  Intimad wit P'resident
Félix Faure, with whose £ 1den and mys-
terious death her name had besn conne ied
in & sinjster manter

At first no official pspied Wis  enter
tained of Mme Stein! s possitile gullt « {
the murder of her husband and notne bt

.}'I'l‘_ remembering  the cireamst i
re's death, was of a different « '
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criminals should b
appealed to the Paris
ance in the matter, then, in November,
Lrought an accusation agalust the gervant
Coulllard and against the hor eonk,
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Alexandre Wolll, fmplicating Mme Wolf,
an old and trusted gervant, as an ace Ss0ry
before the fact The evidence against

Couillard conslsted of & pearl from one of

Mme. Steinhell's gtalen rings, which was |

found in his pocketbook She admitted later
that she had placed 1t there herself, in
order to frighten him into a confesslon,
The mccused persons were promptly dis-
charged from custody, but by this time
Mme. Steinhell had involved herself In such
a network of falsehoods and contradictions,
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in connection with the stolen
jewelry, which yet was found to be still In
her possession, that susplcion was fully
directed against her. On tho night of No-
vember 25, 1908, she confessed her eom-
plicity In the murder, and was arrested,
subsequently retracting the confession.
Her trin]l was not hegun until .\'l)\'»mherl
of the following year, and ended iIn her!

acquittal,
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| brutal frankness her as a typical case of degeneration pub-

of the Republic. Marguerite Steinhetl was

| posure of the woman's Immoral life was | ghown to be the lutest of g long lne of 'Hehed by the late Professor Lombroso, He
| coneerned, but with extreme cireumspection | historic French courtesans, whose oppor- compared her with Phryne
| whenaver it threitened to touch upon her tunities would have heen infinftely greater  Mme. Steinhell’s autoblography, for this
relations with several magistrates, and, had she lived under an emperor or & king. | 1s what her book is. Is an able pleco of| lovers in the government and the magls-
| most of al, with the deceased President | One of her minor troubles was a study of | work. Written with great apparent frank- | trature. It explaing many things that

| ness, w0 far as her own mode of life {%tlan Henner remained to the end of his
concerned, [t has st the same time, cer- | days the uncouth Alsatian peasant. FHe
| tain reticences, notably In her suppression | was not only untidy, but Dhrdﬂ-ll’l\‘lﬂ‘
of the names of all but the greatest of her  clean; his passion for fresh tints led him
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